English 50: Reaction Paper #2 Due Tuesday 3/7
Background information:

Annie Leonard, in her book and film, The Story of Stuff, illustrates many theories and observations about the production of “stuff.” In the past two weeks, we have been focused on production within the industrial food system. Through watching Eric Schlosser’s film Food Inc. and reading Michael Pollan’s The Omnivore’s Dilemma, we have learned how our food is produced, and the impacts it can have on workers, consumers, the environment and animals. Many of Leonard’s theories and observations can be applied as easily to the food system as the commodities system. From her five stages of the materials economy to her discussions of externalized costs, closed-loop production and the limits of a linear system on a finite planet, she gives us powerful tools with which to examine the production of stuff, including food. 

Prompt and suggested questions to address:

For this reaction paper you will write an essay that examines our food system using one (or more) of Annie Leonard’s theories, observations or approaches to help you understand some of the problems with our current food system in the United States. Some questions you might consider are (These are just to get you thinking. You do not have to answer all of these or any of these if you choose not to): 

· How does the American relationship with food, as illustrated through The Omnivore's Dilemma and the film Food Inc., relate to Annie Leonard’s ideas of consumption in The Story of Stuff? 
· Is the food we eat (ie. how it is produced, consumed, disposed of, etc.) part of Annie Leonard's five stages of the materials economy? Why or why not? 
· How does our food system impact people, the planet, animals, and our diets? In other words, what hidden (externalized) costs are there to the food we buy?
· What are the effects of turning a biological necessity like food into a commodity? Since we need food to survive, should we be as concerned about the hidden costs behind our food? Why or why not?
· How might using Annie Leonard's theories help us better understand the pitfalls or triumphs of the American industrial food system? 
Requirements:

1) Must be a minimum of five paragraphs long.

2) You must attempt to compose an introduction that contains a hook, sentence summaries of the sources you will use to help you write your paper, and a proper thesis. (Refer to the Introductions handout, your notes from class and the quoting PowerPoint on the Course Documents Page. Also see the Samples for Reaction 2 we worked on in Class.)

3) You must attempt to use direct quotation from the readings, Story of Stuff and/or The Omnivore’s Dilemma and summary/paraphrase of Food Inc. in the body paragraphs of your essay.
4) In your conclusion, speculate how obtaining a better understanding of our food system could better individuals, businesses and/or the environment. In other words, how can knowing about our food system lead to solutions to the problems it faces?
5) This assignment may be typed or hand written in MLA format.
